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Africa, a region highly vulnerable to climate change, stands to 
benefit significantly from implementation of transformational 
climate actions put forth in the COP21 Paris Agreement. Such 
action will also advance critical Sustainable Development 
Goals articulated in Agenda 2030 and crucial for the African 
continent. Within this context, the European Commission and 
the UN Environment, in collaboration with the Africa LEDS 
Partnership (AfLP), the LEDS Global Partnership (LEDS GP), and 
other partners are collaborating with 8 countries in Africa and 
at the regional level to significantly strengthen capacity for low 
emission development planning, modeling, and 
implementation in line with country socio-economic 
development priorities as crystalized in their respective NDC. 

Africa LEDS activities with partners in Cameroon, Cote D’Ivoire, 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo are focusing on 
laying the groundwork for successful LEDS implementation 
through supporting stakeholder-driven LEDS planning 
processes. With partners in Ghana, Kenya, Morocco, 
Mozambique, and Zambia, efforts are focusing on LEDS 
modeling to provide strong analytical backing for LEDS action 
and implementation. The Africa LEDS project is building on 
LEDS progress within these partner countries and 
strengthening existing in-country analytical capabilities to 
support implementation of impactful actions.

As a key component, the initiative is also bringing together 
countries at the sub-regional and continent-wide level to share 
lessons and catalyze implementation of key climate actions. 
Through the sub-regional component, African countries within 
five regions (Central, Eastern, Northern, Southern, and Western 
Africa) are coming together to share lessons and solutions to 
key challenges related to design and implementation of LEDS 
and Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). 
Country-specific activities and the regional peer learning 
networks are designed to support holistic LEDS transformation 
across the continent.  
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Overview



The Africa LEDS project is assisting African countries in 
developing local knowledge and expertise to 
formulate, establish necessary institutional capacity, 
and implement concrete policies and actions for low 
emission, climate-resilient, and resource efficient 
socio-economic development. Overall, the project is 
enhancing knowledge and capacity to catalyze 
development and implementation of NDCs and LEDS. 

Specific objectives include to:

Collaborate with African LEDS leaders in defining, 
building support, and launching implementation 
of pathways for low emission, climate-resilient 
development while also enhancing knowledge 
and capacity to support development and 
implementation of NDCs and related climate and 
development policies;

Strengthen networking and peer-to-peer 
exchange to support rigorous LEDS analysis and 
modeling and catalyze LEDS, NDC and related 
climate and development policy implementation 
across African countries; 

Develop an evidence base on the economic, 
social, and environmental implications of low 
emission development in a southern context, and 
ensure political leaders and stakeholders own 
this knowledge to support development and 
implementation of LEDS, NDCs and related 
relevant climate and development policies.

The Africa LEDS Project is being implemented in 
two phases.  Under the first phase, key activities 
outlined above are being implemented in 
collaboration with 8 African country partners. The 
second phase of the project is on replication and 
up scaling of lessons within these countries and 
across the continent. All phases of project 
implementation are country-driven and led by 
partner country Ministries of Environment and 
other key government institutions. Efforts are 
strongly anchored in the strategic visions and 
development frameworks of partner countries as 
crystalized in respective NDCs. National 
stakeholders and institutions including academia, 
private sector, resident United Nations agencies, 
Non-Governmental Organizations, and Civil Society 
Organizations etc. are being actively engaged with 
the Africa LEDS project through country technical 
and project teams and other stakeholder-driven 
activities. Country teams are leading 
implementation of project activities while regional 
and global partner institutions are providing 
technical support to strengthen capacity for critical 
LEDS and NDC action.       
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